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SUBJECT: REPROCESSING - PRESS TREATMENT 

REF: STATE 214621 

1 . IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SWEARING-IN OF NEW CIVILIAN CABINET 
EVENING OF AUGUST 23, CMLA ZIA MET WITH PRESS AND ANSWERED 
QUESTIONS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. TOPIC OF REPROCESSING CAME UP 
WHEN LOCAL REPORTER ASKED GENERAL ZIA "HAVE YOU HEARD FROM 
PARIS?" ZIA RESPONDED WITH LECTURE ON HOW TO ASKQUESTIONS 
THEN PROCEEDED TO ANSWER THE SPRIT OF THE QUESTION AT SOME 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LENGTH. 

2. EMBASSY IS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN ACTUAL TRANSCRIPT OR 
RECORDING OF GENERAL ZIA'S ANSWER AS THERE IS SOME UNCER- 
TAINTY AS TO WHAT HE ACTUALLY SAID. REUTERS REPORT (REFTEL) 
SAYS ZIA UNEQUIVOCAL ON FRENCH CANCELLATION OF CONTRACT. 
EMBASSY LOCALS WHO OBSERVED CONFERENCE ON TELEVISION. HOW- 
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EVER, DIVIDED AS TO WHETHER STATEMENT WAS MADE. 

3. NOTWITHSTANDING DISAGREEMENT ON WHAT GENERAL ZIA SAID, 
THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE DISAGREEMENT AS TO WHAT HE MEANT. 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE NATIONAL PRESS TRUST OWNED " PAKISTAN 
TIMES" REPORTS CONFERENCE IN SUCH A WAY AS TO GIVE NO HINT 
FINAL CANCELLATION HAS TAKEN PLACE. URDU "TAMEER" (PRO-PPPO 
HOWEVER BANNERS ITS FRONT PAGE WITH "FRANCE HAS REFUSED TO 
GIVE NUCLEAR REPROCESSING PLANT." INDEPENDENT DAILY "JANG" 
HEDGES ISSUE WITH HEADLINE "PAKISTAN WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS 
TO ACQUIRE REPROCESSING PLANT, " WHILE " NAWAIWAQT" 

FRONT PAGE SAYS "PAKISTAN WILL NOT LAG BEHIND IN 

NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY DESPITE ALL HURDLES. FRANCE HAS EXPRESSED 
ITS INABILITY TO IMPLEMENT THE DEAL." 

4. THE NAWAIWAQT ARTICLE CONTINUES "IN RESPONSE TO A QUES- 
TION AS TO WHETHER FRANCE HAS REFUSED TO SUPPLY THE REPRO- 
CESSING PLANT, GENERAL ZIA SAID 'YES, IT IS UNFORTUNATE'. 

FRANCE HAS SENT A LOVING LETTER MENTIONING SPECIAL RELATION- 
SHIPS WITH PAKISTAN AND HAS SHOWN SYMPATHY BUT HAS ADDED 
THAT FRANCE CANNOT HONOR THE DEAL UNDER THE PRESENT CIR- 
CUMSTANCES." 

5. EMBASSY EXPECTS EDITORIAL REACTION TO BEGIN APPEAR- 
ING WITHIN FEW DAYS. WILL ALSO REPORT TEXT OF ACTUAL ZIA 
REMARKS ON REPROCESSING WHEN AVAILABLE. HUMMEL 
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